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AN APPEAL TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 



Objects of Collection Desired by the Illinois State Historical 
Library and Society. 

(members please read this circular letter.) 

Books and pamphlets on American history, biography, and gene- 
alogy, particularly those relating to Illinois and the West; works on 
Indian tribes, and American archaeology and ethnology; reports of 
societies and institutions of every kind, educational, economic, social, 
political, cooperative, fraternal, statistical, industrial, charitable ; scien- 
tific publications of states or societies ; books or pamphlets relating to 
all wars in which Illinois has taken part, especially collections of 
material relating to the great world war; privately printed works; 
newspapers; maps and charts; engravings, photographs; autographs; 
coins ; antiquities, encyclopedias, dictionaries, and bibliographical 
works. Especially do we desire. 

EVERYTHING RELATING TO ILLINOIS. 

1. Every book or pamphlet on any subject relating to Illinois, 
or any part of it ; also every book or pamphlet written by an Illinois 
citizen, whether published in Illinois or elsewhere; materials for Illi- 
nois history ; old letters, journals. 

2. Manuscripts; narratives of the pioneers of Illinois; original 
papers on the early history and settlement of the territory ; adventures 
and conflicts during the early settlement, the Indian troubles, or the 
great rebellion or other wars, biographies of the pioneers ; prominent 
citizens and public men of every county, either living or deceased, to- 
gether with their portraits and autographs ; a sketch of the settlements 
of every township, village, and neighborhood in the State, with the 
names of the first settlers. We solicit articles on every subject con- 
nected with Illinois history. 

3. City ordinances, proceedings of mayor and council; reports 
of committees of council; pamphlets or papers of any kind printed 
by authority of the city; reports of boards of trade and commercial 
associations; maps of cities and plats of town sites or of additions 
thereto. 



4. Pamphlets of all kinds; annual reports of societies, sermons 
or addresses delivered in the State; minutes of church conventions, 
synods, or other ecclesiastical bodies of Illinois; political addresses; 
railroad reports ; all such, whether published in pamphlet or newspaper. 

5. Catalogues and reports of colleges and other institutions of 
learning; annual or other reports of school boards, school superin- 
tendents, and school committees ; educational pamphlets, programs 
and papers of every kind, no matter how small or apparently unim- 
portant. 

6. Copies of the earlier laws, journals and reports of our terri- 
torial and State Legislatures; earlier Governors' messages and re- 
ports of State Officers; reports of State charitable and other State 
institutions. 

7. Files of Illinois newspapers and magazines, especially com- 
plete volumes of past years, or single numbers even. Publishers are 
earnestly requested to contribute their publications regularly, all of 
which will be carefully preserved and bound. 

8. Maps of the State, or of counties or townships, of any date ; 
views and engravings of buildings or historic places; drawings or 
photographs of scenery ; paintings ; portraits, etc., connected with Illi- 
nois history. 

9. Curiosities of all kinds; coins, medals, paintings; portraits; 
engravings; statuary; war relics; autograph letters of distinguished 
persons, etc. 

10. Facts illustrative of our Indian tribes — ^their history, charac- 
teristics, religion, etc., sketches of prominent chiefs, orators and war- 
riors together with contributions of Indian weapons, costumes, orna- 
ments, curiosities, and implements; also stone axes, spears, arrow 
heads, pottery, or other relics. 

It is important that the work of collecting historical material in 
regard to the part taken by Illinois in the great war be done immed- 
iately before valuable material is lost or destroyed. 

In brief, everything that, by the most liberal construction, can 
illustrate the history of Illinois, its early settlement, its progress, or 
present condition. All will be of interest to succeeding generations. 
Contributions will be credited to the donors in the published reports 
of the Library and Society, and will be carefully preserved as the 
property of the State, for the use and benefit of the people for all time. 

Your attention is called to the important duty of collecting and 
preserving everything relating to the part taken by the State of Illi- 
nois in the great world war. 

Communications or gifts may be addressed to the Librarian and 
Secretary. 

(Mrs.) Jessie Palmer Weber. 
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